ERIE HIGH SCHOOL

  Freshman Seminar Syllabus: 
Mrs. Doubet
Room 212
E-mail: kdoubet@eriesd.org
Course Description:

Freshman Seminar is designed to ease student’s transition to high school and provide them with basic skills needed to be successful in high school and college level coursework.  This course will introduce students to high school expectations, teach essential skills and explore college and career opportunities.  The course is taught with an emphasis on study skills, human relations, and how to be successful. The course has units: Orientation, Study Skills, Life Roadmap, Careers, Post-Secondary Decisions, Technology, and Portfolio.
Basic Expectations:
1. Students are to be on time, prepared for class and participate everyday.

2. Students must treat themselves, their environment, their peers, their teacher and the learning process with respect.

3. Students will help develop and follow rules and norms of behavior for their classroom and East High School.
Daily-Required Materials:
1. Loose Leaf paper

2. Pen and Pencil

3. Three-ring binder or folder
Absences:
Excused absences must be verified by a reinstatement form or early dismissal form from the attendance office.  No other notes will be accepted.  Official absence policies will be followed with regard to grades. Too many absences will result in a grade reduction or automatic failure.  
THIS IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY!! If you know in advance that you will be absent, you must obtain assignments from your teacher.  If you have an unexpected absence you must contact the teacher or a fellow student for you assignments.  Make-up work and extra-credit is given at the discretion of the teacher, not the student.  If you are going to be out of school for one week or more due to a medical condition, you must contact your counselor immediately and request a homebound teacher to work with you at home.
Grading:
Class Participation / Behavior: 30%
Students are expected to behave in an appropriate manner and ENGAGE the lesson as directed.
Classwork: 


50%

Students will complete daily in class assignments. Students are responsible to make up any miss assignments if absent.

Journaling:


15%
There will be regular 
Portfolio / Binder:

5%
At the end of the course, there will be a portfolio project that must be completed and presented.  This portfolio will be a compilation of work completed throughout the course and will be an opportunity for you to show off your best work and what you have learned.
Academic Dishonesty:
Any student caught plagiarizing, cheating, or copying any material will receive an automatic zero on the assignment or test, and be dealt with according to the Erie School District Handbook.  Failure to maintain test-taking conditions during a test or quiz can result in an automatic 0 for the assignment.
Discipline Policy:
In addition to the local norms established in cooperation with students, our class is required to follow the Erie Public Schools Uniform Discipline Code and any rules established by the School District of the City of Erie and East High School administration.
· EACH STUDENT WILL BE GIVEN 50 CLASS PARTICIPATION POINTS. 
· ANY NEGATIVE BEHAVIORS DURING THE PERIOD WILL BE ASSESSED A 5 POINT DEDUCTION.  

· POSITIVE BEHAVIORS THAT STANDOUT WILL BE AWARDED 5 POINTS

NEGATIVE BEHAVIORS

· PHONE OUT AFTER BEING ASKED TO PUT IT AWAY

· TALKING OUT OF TURN

· SWEARING (“F” BOMB)

· ANY WRITE UP

· CLASS DISRUPTION

Hall Passes

 Students will be allowed to leave the classroom to use the bathroom or get a drink on limited bases USING THERE MONTHLY HALL PASSES. 

This is a privilege don’t abuse it!  

I am committed to providing you with a variety of interesting topics and skills to make you a better well rounded informed young adult in this world that we live in.

Student / Parent / Guardian / Class Contract for: BLOCK: ________CLASS: ______________________
Date: ________________

I (student’s name) ______________________________ have read this syllabus with my Parent \ guardian and agree to work to the best of my ability as a student in Mr. Boyko’s class for the school year.  I understand that I will work with my parents to create and quiet, organized place in which I can do my homework and study each night and that my parents will monitor class progress.
X






X






(Student Signature)




(Student Name) Printed
X






X





(Parent\Guardian Signature)


(Parent\Guardian Name) Printed
Dear Parent(s) \ Guardian:  (BONUS 5 POINTS IF FILLED IN!)

Thank you for taking the time to go through this syllabus with your child.  If there is any information you would like to share with me about your child or questions you have about the course that may help us work more effectively together please respond in the provided space below.  I appreciate and value your insight.  If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me via contact information provided on the syllabus.
